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The status quo of the supply of safe
drinking water for rural areas In
China
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The Chinesegovernmenthasattacheagreatimportanceto the supply of safedrinking waterin rural areas
overtheyearsandproceedeavith thetaskby includingit in the nationaldevelopmenplan Since200Q the
Ministry of Water Resourcefasbeencompiling five-year plansfor the supply of safedrinking water for

C h I nmumabaseas The planslist the objectives key tasks,engineeringorojectsunderplan andmeasureso

be taken The objectivesand tasks have beendivided on an annual basis and been allocatedto local

governmentdo ensurethe responsibilitiesarefulfilled by governmentst all levels Everyfive yearssince
200Q county governmentsare requiredto compile a new five-year plan for safedrinking water supply in

C h i nrard areas The progressof the engineeringprojects mentionedin the plans will be checked
regularlyandbeincludedin relevantassessmengpthatthe planscanbeimplementedgmoothly
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With years of efforts, C h i nrarél sareas have seen significant
achievements the supplyof safedrinkingwaterin C h i nmumadaseas
First, problems related to drinking water safetyin Ch i nrarals
areashave beencompletely solved In 2009 Chinaachieveda United
Nations Millennium DevelopmentGoal of A h a | the mugber of
peoplewithout accesdo safedrinkingw a t & yearsaheadof schedule
By theendof 2020 Chinahaswon the battleof drinking watersafetyin
rural areas,which hasbeenevidencedby the fact that drinking water
containing excessiveamount of fluoride and brackish water can no
longer be seenin rural areas, farmersand herdsmenare getting water
from waterpipesratherthanwaterbuckets andrural residentsxow have Reducetheintergenerational
accesso i s alfinkingw a t @otjastii d r i wate€o.n g transmissiorof dental fluorosis s
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Second,a complete engineering system has taken

shape By the end of 2021, 827 water supply
engineeringprojectshavebeenconductedn Chi na 0 s
rural areas,benefiting a total of 900million residents

In rural areasand permanentesidentsn urbanareas
below the countylevel 84% of the populationsin

rural areasnow haveaccesdo tap watetr The figure

IS basedon tap waterto-householdprojectscovering

more than 100 residentsper , and projectscovering
lessthan100residentsarenotincluded)



