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The status quo of the supply of safe 

drinking water for rural areas in 

China
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The Chinesegovernmenthasattachedgreatimportanceto the supplyof safedrinking water in rural areas

over theyearsandproceededwith thetaskby including it in thenationaldevelopmentplan. Since2000, the

Ministry of WaterResourceshasbeencompiling five-yearplansfor the supplyof safedrinking water for

Chinaôsrural areas. Theplanslist theobjectives,key tasks,engineeringprojectsunderplanandmeasuresto

be taken. The objectivesand tasks have been divided on an annual basis and been allocatedto local

governmentsto ensurethe responsibilitiesarefulfilled by governmentsat all levels. Every five yearssince

2000, countygovernmentsare requiredto compilea new five-yearplan for safedrinking watersupply in

Chinaôsrural areas. The progressof the engineeringprojects mentionedin the plans will be checked

regularlyandbeincludedin relevantassessment,sothattheplanscanbeimplementedsmoothly.
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The status quo of the supply of safe drinking water for rural 

areas in China

With years of efforts, Chinaôsrural areas have seen significant

achievementsin thesupplyof safedrinkingwaterinChinaôsruralareas.

First, problems related to drinking water safety in Chinaôsrural

areashave beencompletely solved. In 2009, Chinaachieveda United

Nations Millennium DevelopmentGoal of ñhalvingthe number of

peoplewithout accessto safedrinkingwaterò,6 yearsaheadof schedule.

By theendof 2020, Chinahaswon thebattleof drinking watersafetyin

rural areas,which hasbeenevidencedby the fact that drinking water

containing excessiveamount of fluoride and brackish water can no

longer be seenin rural areas,farmersand herdsmenare getting water

from waterpipesratherthanwaterbuckets,andrural residentsnow have

accesstoñsafedrinkingwaterò,not justñdrinkingwaterò.

Reducetheintergenerational 

transmissionof dental fluorosis
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The status quo of the supply of safe drinking water for rural 

areas in China

Second,a complete engineering systemhas taken

shape. By the end of 2021, 827 water supply

engineeringprojectshavebeenconductedin Chinaôs

rural areas,benefitinga total of 900million residents

in rural areasandpermanentresidentsin urbanareas

below the county-level. 84% of the populationsin

rural areasnow haveaccessto tap water̂ The figure

is basedon tap water-to-householdprojectscovering

more than 100 residentsper , and projectscovering

lessthan100residentsarenot included.)


